MARLBOROUGH IN POLITICS

Secretary of State the King had not disposed of it, not
denying it might be given to himself/'z A Dutch envoy
reported home, " On dit toujours que le comte de Marl-
borough sera fait secretaire d'etat et le Lord Godolphin,
premier commissaire de la tresorerie, mais ces deux icy ne sont
pas encore declares;." 2 These anticipations were reduced to
irrelevance by wider events.

1 Brydges* Journal, October 31,1700, Huntington Library MSS.
8 L'Hermitage to the States-General, November 1/12,1700 (Add. MSS., 17677 U.U.,
f. 3*4).
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